
The third International Conference of the Hellenic
Society of Rheology (HSR) took place in Patras,
Greece, in June 10-14, 2001. It was co-organized by
the Institute of Chemical Engineering and High-
Temperature Chemical Processes (ICE/HT-FORTH),
the University of Patras (Department of Chemical
Engineering), and the National Technical Universi-
ty of Athens (Department of Mining and Metallur-
gical Engineering). The Conference was a special
one, since it was dedicated to Professor Andreas
Acrivos, one of the most influential chemical engi-
neers of the last 50 years, on the occasion of his
retirement from the City College of the City Uni-
versity of New York, where he held the A. Einstein
Chair at the Levich Institute. Professor Acrivos’
research interests lie in the general areas of Applied
Mathematics, Newtonian and non-Newtonian
Fluid Mechanics, Transport Phenomena and, cur-
rently, in the rheology of concentrated suspensions
and the study of the effective properties of two-
phase materials. He has published more than 180
papers in well-reputed journals, and has graduat-
ed a large number of Ph.D. students who, in their
majority, have become leading scientists and engi-
neers. His academic tree includes more than 400
members. He has received a number of distin-
guished awards, which include election to the U.S.
National Academy of Engineering, the U.S. Nation-
al Academy of Sciences, and the U.S. Academy of
Arts and Sciences.

In order to honor Professor Acrivos, HSR
had invited a number of his former students,
academic descendents and associates whose
career has been influenced by him, as well as a
fair number of internationally recognized
researchers to participate in the Conference.
Almost all of them gladly participated in the Con-
ference as invited lecturers. In total, more than
about 100 people attended the Conference and
its scientific program which included invited lec-
tures spread in 6 different sessions which were
dedicated to Professor Acrivos, oral presenta-
tions and a poster session. They covered a broad
range of topics encompassing all areas of the
general theme of Rheology: Polymer melts and
solutions, colloids and suspensions, molecular
modeling and simulations, and experimental,
theoretical, and computational fluid dynamics.

The Conference was opened by the wel-
come remarks of Professor J. Tsamopoulos (cur-
rent President of HSR), Professor C. Vayenas (Vice
Rector of the University of Patras) and Dr. V.
Mavrantzas (current Secretary/Treasurer of
HSR). In the first day, the first four of the six ses-
sions dedicated to Professor Acrivos were pre-
sented with invited lectures in the areas of sus-
pensions-particulates, polymer dynamics and
Newtonian fluid mechanics.  Speakers included
Professors J. D. Goddard, D. Barthes-Biesel, A. Nir,
W. B. Russel, R. H. Davis, J.F. Brady, F. A. Gadala-
Maria, W. L. Olbricht, N.J. Wagner, L. G. Leal, G.
Marrucci, L. A. Archer, J. P. Oberhauser, C. J. S.
Petrie, W. R. Schowalter, R. Mauri, G. S. Tri-
antafyllou, N. A. Pelekasis and S. Kim. In the sec-
ond day, two additional sessions were held, also
dedicated to Professor Acrivos, with presenta-
tions from Professors J.R.A. Pearson, R.I. Tanner,
K. Walters, J.-M. Piau and M. Denn in the session
of non-Newtonian Fluid Mechanics, and a ple-
nary talk by Professor Acrivos on “Paticle migra-
tion and segregation in suspension flows under-
going shear”. The rest of the program included
oral presentations and a poster session from non-
invited participants in the areas of polymer rhe-
ology, drops and particulates, suspensions-col-
loids, bio-rheology, computational rheology,
polymer processing, and theory-modeling.

In addition to the scientific program, the
social program of the Conference was also very
interesting. This included a tour to the archaeo-
logical site of Olympia, a reception by the Direc-
tor of ICE/HT-FORTH (Professor A. Payatakes) and
Researchers of the Institute followed by dinner,
and the formal Conference dinner on June 13th,
where HSR and Professor Acrivos celebrated his
65th birthday. During the Conference, commem-
orative tablets were awarded to Professor
Acrivos by the Vice Rector of the University of
Patras (Professor C. Vayenas) and the Director of
ICE/HT-FORTH (Professor A. Payatakes). Gifts
were also presented to Professor Acrivos by the
HSR and friends of his.

A complete list of participants, the pro-
gram of the Conference and photos highlighting
moments from the scientific and technical pro-
gram of the Conference are posted on the official
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site of the Society (http://esperia.iesl.forth.gr/
~hsr/Hsr2001.htm). The Abstracts of the presen-
tations given in the Conference were compiled in
a Book, which is also posted there. Extended ver-
sions of some of the papers presented at the Con-
ference appeared in Journal of Non-Newtonian
Fluid Mechanics 102:2 (2002) 111-473. The Orga-
nizing and Scientific Committees of the Confer-
ence are grateful to Prof. Ken Walters, editor of
Journal of Non-Newtonian Fluid Mechanics, for
providing this opportunity in honor of Prof.
Acrivos.

Vlasis G. Mavrantzas1 and John Tsamopoulos2
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